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O IOHATUU «TPAAUIIUOHHOE OBIIECTBO»
B COMAJIBHBIX HAYKAX

A E. Kanuinua

CraThsl IOCBAIICHA PACCMOTPEHHUIO MOHATHS «TPAIUIOHHOE OOIIECTBOY, HOCAIIEMY O03-
HAKOMHTENBHBIN, IPECIFHO 00U XapakTep. MHOXKECTBEHHOCTh TEPMUAHOB, BCTPCUAIOIIHX-
cs B IUTEparype, 0003HAYAIOIINX U ONMHCHIBAIOIIUX 00CTOSTEIBCTBA, CIIOCOOBI CYIIECTBOBA-
HUS (TO €CTh aKIUACHIINH) TPATUIHOHHOTO obmecTBa. OOBICHEHNE TPAIUIIMOHHOTO OOIIECT-
Ba, UMEIOIIEE 1IeIb PACKPBITH €ro CYIIHOCTh. TpH THIIA MOMBITOK TAKOTO OOBSICHEHUS — MO-
JIEPHUCTCKOE (MTO3UTHUBUCTCKOE M MAapKCHUCTCKOE), TMOCTMOAEPHUCTCKOE (PENATUBHCTKOE) W
TPAIUIIHOHATUCTCKOS. MOJCPHUCTCKAN M TOCTMOACPHUTCKUI MMOIXOIBI JICTIIM B OCHOBAaHHE
OOJIBIIMHCTBA HAYYHBIX KOHLEMLUA TPaJAUIMOHHBIX OO0IeCcTB. TpajAnMOHAIN3M, HAPOTHB,
HN3BCCTCH B HayKe B 3HAUYUTCIIBHO MeHl:-LlIeﬁ Mepe, 9qTO HE CBI/I}IeTeHLCTByeT, OJJHAaKoO, HpOTI/lB
HETO.

«TpaguumoHHBIE O0LIECTBAY» - MOHSATHE, YacTO BCTPEYAIOLIeecs B COLMAIBHBIX
HAayKaX «HOBOTO BPEMEHM» M COBpeMeHHocTH'. OJTHAKO, DU 3TOM, OHO HE BCEr/Ia Mc-
MMOJIB3YETCA B OJHOM U TOM K€ CMBICJIC, YTO O6’I)$ICHHCTCH, OTCYTCTBUEM O6HlerI/IH$I-
Toro ero ompenencHus. CoOCTBEHHO, OMpeleNieHHs «TPaJWLMOHHOTO OOIIECTBa» B
HayKe BCTpeyaroTcsi peako. Kak mpaBuiio, 9TO BBIpaKEHUE UCIIONB3YETCS B Ka4eCTBE
CHHOHHMMA TaKHX OoJee TOIyJISIPHBIX CIIOB KaK: «JIPEBHEEY, «IIATPHAPXATBHOEY, «ap-
Xandyeckoe» o01ecTB0. B HUX pedb UIeT 0 TaKOM THIIE COLYMOB, KOTOPBIH MPOTH-
BOCTOHT OOIIECTBAM COBPEMEHHOT'O THIIa, HHAYE TOBOPS — OOILIECTBAM «MOICPHUTH.
DTO MPOTHUBOIIOCTABICHHE HE BBI3BIBACT HEMOHUMAHMUS, OJHAKO HOCHT CIIMIIKOM 00-
HII/Ifl XapakTep. I[J'IS[ <<O6BII[CHHOFO CO3HaHHA» OHO OOCTATOYHO, HO IJId HAY4YHOI'O
HeoOXoauMa AeTanu3alus, yrouHenne. Ee mpoBenenue TpeOyeT oTAeICHUS TOHATHS
«TPaJIMIIMOHHOE OOIIECTBO» OT KOHIIENTOB POACTBEHHBIX MO CMBICITY, HO HE WICHTHY-
HBIX, TAKHX KaK: «IpEBHEEY, «IIaTpHAPXaTbHOE» OOIIECTBO.

«TpaguunoHHOE OOLIECTBO» - MOHSATHE, KOTOPOE BKIIOYAET B ce0sl MepeunciicH-
HBIE BBIIIE, SBIISIST COOOW Pe3yibTaT MX MpEAeNbHOro 00o0meHns. HbIMH clloBamMH,
KOT/Ia TOBOPAT O «IIaTPHApPXaTbHOM», «arpapHOM», «IpPEBHEM» M T.N. OOIIECTBax,
MMEIOT B BUAY JHO0 BUJ TPaIUIIMOHHOTO 0OIIECTBa, TMO0 OJUH U3 acleKTOB, 00CTOs-
TENIBCTB €ro CyIecTBOBaHUS. «TpanunnoHHOe 00IIECTBO» MMEET MHOKECTBO UMEH,
KOTOpBIE TOBOPAT HE O €ro CYIHOCTH, HO O CIOCO0aX CYIIECTBOBAHHS .

Tak, BbIpaxkeHUE «IpeBHEE OOLIECTBO» (DUKCHUPYET TO OOCTOATENILCTBO, YTO Tpa-
JULUOHHBIA THM OOLIECTB CYIIECTBOBAI OTHOCUTEIHHO B JaBHEE BPEMs, BhIpaKCHHE
«cTapoe 00mecTBo» 0003HavaeT TOT (aKT, YTO XPOHOJIOTUUECKH OHO MPEIIICCTBOBA-
JI0 00IIECTBY — «MOJIEpHUTHY». TEpPMUH «arpapHoe» OOIIECTBO TOBOPUT O TOM, YTO

! Eme B cepenune XX B., BMECTO TEPMHHA «COLUATBHBIC HAYKM» MOXXHO OBLIIO CMEJIO YIOT-
pebnsiTh cioBO «conuoiorusi». OHAKo, ceifuac, MOCie TOro COIMOJIOTHS pa3jeiniach Ha
MHOKECTBO CaMOCTOSITCIIBHBIX JUCIHILINH, TOYHEe OyIeT HMCIOJIb30BaTh TEPMHUH «COIMAIb-
HBIC HAYKW». DTO HE 03HAYACT, KOHEYHO, OTPUIIAHUS TOTO, YTO OHH UMCIOT O0IIee COIHOJIO-
TUYECKOE IPOUCXO0XKICHHUE.

? Toxassirornee GOJIBIIMHCTBO MMEH TOBOPSAT 00 aKIUICHIIUAX TPAIUIIMOHHOTO 00IIeCTRa.



2 Becrauk PYJIH, cepus Coyuonoeus, 2005, Ne . C. .

SKOHOMHKA OOJNBIIMHCTBA (XOTS W HE BCEX) TPAIUIIMOHHBIX OOIIECTB HOCHJIA arpap-
HBIH Xapaktep. TodHO Takke OOJBIIMHCTBO HM3BECTHBIX OOIIECTB 0a3upoBaioch Ha
naTpuapxanbHOM MpaBe, U 3TOT PacIpPOCTPAHEHHBIN, XOTA U HE €AMHCTBEHHBIN CIO-
co0 TPaAWIIMOHHOTO OBITHS BBIpAXKAETCS B TOM, YTO, OCHOBAaHHBIC Ha HEM OOIIECTBa
MMEHYIOTCS «TaTpHapXajlbHBIMI». BechbMa 4acTo TpaJWIMOHHBIE OOIIecTBa WMEHY-
IOTCSl «TEOKPATHYECKUMU», YTO YKa3bIBaeT Ha TO, YTO MEPBOCTENIEHHYIO POJIb B KHU3-
HY MX WICHOB HMeJ «PEUrHo3HbI hakTop»’. MOKHO GBIIO GBI IPOIOIIKHTE CITHCOK
MoT0OHBIX HAWMEHOBAaHWH, BEPHO, XOTS 1 0oJiee WM MeHee YTPHPOBAHHO, OTPaXKaro-
IIUX pasHble CIOCcOObI CYNIECTBOBAHUS TpPaIWIMOHHOTO obmiectBa. CoenuHss HX,
YUUTBIBasi CAMbIC Pa3HbIC CBOIMCTBA, MBI U3 OTIEIBHBIX (PparMeHToB criocOOHBI cocTa-
BUTH KapTHHY, KOTOpasi TIO3BOJIHT B IIEJIOM OIHCATh TaKoe OOIIECTBO: CYIIECTBOBAB-
mee ¢ JPEeBHUX BPEMEH, MaTpHapXajbHOe, C arpapHOi SKOHOMHUKOM, C peUrusMHu,
WUTPaBUIMMHU MEPBOCTENIEHHYIO POJIb B KU3HHU €ro WieHoB U T.A. OnHako, omucaHue,
JlaKe TIOJTHOE, HE CITIOCOOHO 3aMEHUTH OOBSCHEHHE, IIPU3BAHHOE PACKPHITH CYITHOCTh
TPaIUITHOHHOTO THTIA OOIIECTB.

B o0uiecTBOBEICHIM «HOBOTO BPEMEHM» MOMBITKA HE MPOCTO OMUCATh Takoe 00-
LIECTBO, HO U €ro OOBSICHUTH, «BCKPBITH CYIIHOCTH», KOHEYHO, MPEANPHHUMAIINCE.
OpHako, HECMOTPS HA MHOTOYHCIIEHHOCTh, OHH Yallleé BCEr0 HOCAT PEAYyKIIMOHHCT-
CKHM 3KOHOMHCTCKUHN XxapakTep. MHadue roBops BcE aCIEKThI CYIIECTBOBAHUS TPaau-
LUOHHBIX COLMYMOB BBIBOAMJIHMCH M3 CIIEHU(PUKH UX IKOHOMHUYECKoi cdeprl. B Poc-
cun OoJiee BCEr0 M3BECTHA MAPKCUCTCKAs KOHIIEMIUS, B KOTOPOH TPaJUIIMOHHOE 00-
MIECTBO TIPEICTABICHO B TPOSKOM BHUC — KaK OOIIECTBO «TIEPBOOBITHO - OOIITHMHHOEY,
«paboBnanenpueckoe» u «peonanbHoe» (MPOLIE TOBOPS — «IOKAMUTAIMCTUIECKOEY).
[IpuHMKEHE HEAKOHOMHYECKUX (PAKTOPOB COLMANBHOTO OBITHS MPUBEIO MapKCHC-
TOB K OTPHIIAHWIO CYIIECTBOBAaHUS TPAIWIIMOHHOTO OOIIECTBA, KaKk OCOOOTO THIIA,
BOCIIPOHU3BOJMBILETOCSI HA Pa3HOM SKOHOMHMYECKOW OCHOBe. KyJbTypHBII acnekr B
MapKcu3Me, KaK U B 110001 WHOH BEPCHUH SKOHOMHYECKOTO PEIYKIMOHNU3MA, €CIIH He
WTHOPHUPYETCSl COBEPILIECHHO, TO OOBSABISAETCS BTOPUYHBIM M HE CYIIECTBEHHBIM JIJIS
MOHMMaHus obmecTBa. OYEBUIHO, YTO MPU TaKOM IOAXOJIE MECTa TPaIUIHOHHOMY
TUIY OOIIECTB, CIEHU(PUIHOMY TPEKIE BCETO B KYJIBTYPHOM IUTaHE, HE OCTACTCS.

B commonoruu, BmpoueMm, CyIIECTBOBAIM HAIIPABIICHUS, KOTOPHIC IBITAINCH
m30ekaTh YKOHOMHYECKOTO AeTepMuHN3Ma. Camoe, TOoXanyid, U3BeCTHOE W 00CTOs-
TeJIbHOE U3 HUX, ObUI0 ocHOBaHO M. BeOGepom, meITaBIIEMCS CMOTpETh Ha OOIIECT-
BEHHBIE IPOIECCH 0OJiee pa3HOCTOPOHHE, YTBEPXKAas B pAAE CIydaeB MEPBOCTEIICH-
HOCTb KyJBTYPHBIX, MEUPOBO33peHUIECKHIX (hakTOpoB. OHAKO, €ro MOAX01 00 BENHSET
C DKOHOMHYECKUM PEIYKIIMOHU3MOM MPHUBEPKEHHOCTH SBONIOIIMOHHON JOKTPHHE MPH
BO33pEHHH Ha COLMANbHYI0 IWHAaMHKY. JlaHHas NOKTpHUHA YTBEP)KIAET, YTO YEIOBe-
geckoe 00IIeCTBO CO BpeMEHEM He IPOCTO MeHsieT (DOPMBI CBOETo OBITHSI, HO U pa3BU-
BaeTCs, yCIOXKHACTCS, MHaUe ToBOpsl - mporpeccupyerT. [Iporpeccusm aeXUT B OCHO-
BaHUH HE TOJBKO COLUANBHBIX HAyK HOBOTO BPEMEHH, HO U €CTECTBEHHBIX (IOCTAaTOY-
HO BCIIOMHHUTH B 3TOW CBSI3U XOTsI ObI TEOPHIO BOINIIONWU B OMOJIOTHH), SBISSCH BaXK-
HOM COCTaBHOM 4acThIO «IapaJurMbl HOBOTO BpeMeHu». M3 Hero ciemyer, eciu He

3. I/ICHOJ'IB3y5[ OTOT TCPMHH, aBTOp CO3HACT €TI0 HpI/I6J'[I/I3I/IT€J'ILHOCTI) " YCJIOBHOCTb. Becbma
BO3MO>KHO, 4TO pennrnﬁ B UX HBIHCIIHEM MNOHUMAHHWHU CJIOBA, BO MHOTHUX TPaAWLIHUOHHBIX 00-
meCTBax HE on110 BoBCce. Ho 06CY>KH€HI/I€ 9TOTI'0 BOIIPOCA HEC YMECTHO B Z[aHHOi/‘I CTaThC.
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MPEeHeOPEeKUTENHFHOS, HUTHIINCTHIECKOE OTHOIICHHE K «CTapbIM» 00IecTBaM, TO, 10
KpaliHel Mepe, CHUCXOAUTEIFHOE, OCHOBAHHOE Ha YOCKICHHUH MPEICTABUTENS «HOBO-
ro 00IIecTBa» B COOCTBEHHOM MPEBOCXOJICTBE Nepe] KyJIbTypaMu MPOIISANINX BEKOB.
Takas anpuopu YHUUIKUTENbHAsI U CAMOHAJICSTHHAS TTO3UIIHS, HE CIOCOOCTBYET HC-
THHHOMY TIOHUMAaHHIO OOIIeCTB HE MOAECPHUCTCKOTO THIIA, KaK SKOOBI HEJOCTATOYHO
pa3BUTHIX. ['OBOPUTH 0 OECCIIOPHOM MPOTPECCE YETOBECUECKUX OOIIECTB MOXKHO TOJIb-
KO B TEXHHYECKOM, SKOHOMUYECKOM ITJIaHax. boilee CopHO, XOTS U BeChMa MOJIUTH-
YeCKH KOPPEKTHO, YTBEPIKIEHHE O MOJTUTUIECKOM Pa3BUTHH, TaK HA3BIBAEMOM «JIBHU-
KEHHU K cBOOOoMe». U yk coBCeM HEOOOCHOBAHHO YTBEPIKIECHHE O TOM, YTO UEIOBE-
YECTBO IIPOrPECCHUPYET B KyJIBTYPHOM IUIaHE, YTO COOTBETCTBEHHO COBpPEMEHHAs
«Macc - KyJbTypay MPEBOCXOIUT KyJIbTypHBIE 00pa3ilbl MPEANIECTBYIOMUX OOIIECTB.
[TosTOMY TOHMMAaHHE TPAAUIIMOHHBIX O0IIECTB CKBO3b IIPU3MY CIIMEHTHCTCKOW BEPhI
B IIPOTPECC MPEICTABISICTCS HEOOOCHOBAHHBIM M TPUMUTHBHBIM.

B nauane XX B. B cOIMallbHBIX HayKaX BO3HHKAET HOBOE OTHOIIEHHE K «CTapBIM»
oOmiecTBaM, OCHOBaHHOE Ha PEISTHBUCTCKUX MPEINOCHUTKAX, BRIPAKEHO OTYACTH B
KOHIICTIIINH, TIOJYYUBIIEH Ha3BaHNUE «JIMHTBOKYJIBTYPHON OTHOCHUTEIHLHOCTH U KYJIb-
TypHOU HecouzMepumocTr. COrIacHO HEMY, MOJICPHHCTCKOE OOIIECTBO HEKOPPEKTHO
MMOHUMATh Kak 0oJiee MM MeHee Pa3BUTOE, HEXKEH «CTapbie» OOIIecTBa U KyJIbTYPHI.
CobcTBEHHO MX BOOOIIE HENb3sl CpaBHUBATh, COM3MEPATH, IIOCKOJIbKY OHU OYATO OBI
0a3UpPyIOTCS HA COBEPIICHHO Pa3HBIX OCHOBAaHUAX. B 3TO#l CBSA3M NpeNCTaBUTEISIMH
JTAHHOTO HAIpaBJICHUS BEIETCS PeYb O «Pa3HBIX JIOTHKax», COOTBETCTBEHHO, O CO-
BEPIIICHHOM pa3iIu4uH (HE TOJIHKO B COAEPKATCIHHOM, HO U B (DOPMaIBHOM IITaHAX)
YMOB JIFOJICH HBIHEITHETO THIA OOIIECTBa M «CTapbix». Takoe HampaBieHue He 0e3
OCHOBaHWMsI CBA3BIBAIOT YK€ HE C MOACPHUCTCKOW MapaJWrMOi, JJIsi KOTOpOH Xapak-
TEpeH MPOTPECCH3M M CIHUEHTH3M, HO C MIOCTMOACPHUCTCKON, HEOTACTNMON OT UAeH
TOTAJIBHON OTHOCUTEJIBHOCTH LIEHHOCTEN 1 HOpM. B Poccum B ero paMkax B NpuUHIU-
e BBIICpKaHbl pa0oThl TapTyCKOH IIKOJBI, BOCIPOU3BOIUBIINE B TIEPBYIO OUEPE/Ih
ocHoBHbIe nockuiku counonoruu XK. K. Jlesu-bprons. JlanHast AOKTpUHA, HECMOTPsI Ha
CBOIO MOJHOCTH (OOBSCHUMYIO «TpHUyM(aIbHBIM HICCTBHUEM» MOCTMOJIECPHUCTCKOTO
MHPOBO33pPEHUS), TaKXKE BBI3BIBAECT CEpbe3Hble COMHEHHA. Ee ocHOBomoararomias
ujes CyIeCTBOBaHUSI MHOXKECTBA albTEPHATHBHBIX JIOTHYECKUX CHCTEM YS3BHMa IS
KkpuTHKH. He pa3 otMedeH TOT (pakT, 9To TOCTMOJAEPHUCTH BOCIIPOU3BOAAT (XOTh U B
WHOW TEPMHHOJIOTMH) TE3UC COYUCTOB 00 OTCYTCTBUM a0CONMOTHON ucTHHBI. Ho kak
yKazal erie ApHCTOTeNb, CaMO JaHHOE YTBEPXKICHHE CaMOIPOTHBOPEUYHNBO U TIOTOMY
JIOTHYECKA Ne(EKTHO.

Brimie ObUTH MepednciieHbl OCHOBHEBIE HAYyYHBIC KOHIICIIUN «CTapbIX» (Tpaauiiu-
OHHBIX, HE MOJICPHUCTCKUX ) 0011ecTB. CyIIEeCTBYET elle 0/Ha, MeHee U3BeCcTHas. Peub
UIET O «TPaTUIHOHAINCTaX», KOTOPble COOCTBEHHO HE MOTYT OBITh OTHECEHBI K Ha-
YYHOMY HampaBJieHHI0. bojiee Toro, MpakTUYecKH BCE OHU HE SBISIOTCS YUYECHBIMH, U
Jake, He IPETEHI0BAIM Ha 3TO, 3a UCKIIOYCHUEM, Pa3Be, YTO U3BECTHOTO PEIUTHOBE-
na M. Ommane. [loaToMy WX MOHMMaHHE TPATUIIMOHHOTO OOMIECTBa B HAYYHBIX KPY-
rax He MOJIYYWJIO PACIpOCTpaHeHUs. DTOT (aKT, OAHAKO, CaM IO ceOe BOBCE HE SBIIS-
€TCSl OCHOBAHHUEM ISl OTPUIIAHMS UX MOAX0/a. B oTiHune OT mporpeccucToB, CBOISI-
VX COIUAIBHYIO JKU3Hb K DKOHOMHYECKUM (haKTOpaM, OHU HE TPAKTYIOT TPaIHIIU-
OHHBIE OOIIECTBA KaK «JIETCKHE», IKOOBI OCHOBAHHBIC HA OTCTAJIBIX (hopMax OBITHS.



4 Becrauk PYJIH, cepus Coyuonoeus, 2005, Ne . C. .

Jns TpagMLMOHAINCTOB Takue O0IIeCTBa HE YCTYIAIOT MOJACPHUCTCKUM, 0oJiee TOro,
MPEBOCXOAAT WX B KyJNbTYpPHOM IITaHe. A Tak Kak KyJbTYPHBIM IUIaH COLMANBHOTO
ObITHS IS TPaIUIMOHAIKCTA TIEPBUYEH (B 3TOM CMBICIE TPaIULMOHAINCTOB MOKHO
UMEHOBATh «UACANUCTAMU»), TO U B LEJIOM TPaIULMOHHOE OOIIECTBO, KaK OCOOBIN
THUII, CTABUTCS UMM BBIIIE, YeM MOAEpHUCTCKOe. COOTBETCTBEHHO MOJEpHHU3aLUs Tpa-
JTUITMOHAIMCTAMH MBICITUTCS Kak Jierpajanus, perpecc. B otinuuue oT pensiTUBUCTOB,
YTBEP)KIAIOMINX, YTO TPAJULMOHHOE MBIIUICHHE HE JIOTUYHO, «apXaudHo» (TEpMHUH
JleBu-bprosis) 1 MOTOMY HE COM3MEPUMO C MOAEPHUCTCKUM, TPAAULIMOHAIUCTHI OTPU-
LAIOT JIOTHYECKYIO0 HEJOCTYITHOCTH JJISi COBPEMEHHBIX JII0/IeH TPaJuIIMOHHOTO O0IIIe-
ctBa U ero HopM. [lo ux yOexneHuro, B JOTHYeCKOM, (OpMaIbHOM IJIaHE TPAAUIH-
OHHOE MBIIIJICHHE HE OTJIMYAETCS OT COBPEMEHHOIO, Pa3jIn4aloTCsl K€ HMCXOAHBIC
MPEINOChUIKA TPAJUIIMOHHOTO MHPOBO33PEHHUSA. ABTOP HE BHJIUT OCHOBaHHil, KOTO-
pble OBl TOBOPHIIM MTPOTHUB JAaHHON KOHLEMIMH, KOTOPasi MO3BOJISIET C YBa)KEHUEM OT-
HOCUTBCA K OMBITY HAIIMX MPEIKOB, B TOM YHCIIE U OYCHb HAJIEKHX, KOTOpas yTBEp-
XKJIaeT, YTO OHU MBICIMIIU TaK K€ JIOTUYHO, HO 3HAJH TO, YTO 3a0bITO ceifuac.

[IpoBenenHsIit BechbMa O€TJIbIif 0030p Pa3NIUYHBIX KOHLEMIUH TPaAULIMOHHBIX, HE
MOJEPHUCTCKUX OOLIECTB KOHEYHO HE OOCTOSTENICH, OH U HE MOT OBITh MHBIM, B paM-
Kax KOPOTKOH CcTaThbH. B 3THX yClOBHAX aBTOp, pasyMeercsi, HE MOXET U MPETEHA0-
BaTh J1a MOJHOLIEHHYIO JOKa3aTeIbHOCTh CBOMX CyXJeHH. OHaKo, BIIOJHE yMECTEH
MEPBUYHBIA BBIBOJ: CYIIECTBYIOIIME B COLMANBHBIX HayKaxX KOHLEMIMH «CTapbIX»
00111ecTB, KaK MOAEPHUCTCKHE (MapKCHUCTCKUE, MTO3UTUBUCTCKHE), TAK U MOCTMOAEP-
HHUCTCKHUE (PENIATUBUCTKUE) HE MOTYT OBITh IpreMiIeMsl. [[puHIMNUanbHbIX BO3paske-
HUH HE BBI3BIBAET KOHUEMIHS «TPaJUIIMOHAINCTOBY, IPEACTABIsAETCS IePCIIEKTUBHOM
uzes ee JIOTHUECKOTro NOrPY>KeHHUsI B KaTerOpHaJIbHBIM arnapar HayqyHOTO COLMaIbHO-
ro (6ojyiee TOYHO — COIMOIOTHIECKOTO) 3HAHWS.

ON THE NOTION OF «TRADITIONAL SOCIETY» IN
SOCIAL SCIENCES

A.E. Kapishyn

The article is devoted to the general and familiarizing examination of the “tradi-
tional society” concept. The plurality of terms that can be met in scientific works and
mean or describe circumstances and methods of traditional society’s existence is cer-
tainly a matter of renown. So, the essential explanation of the concept is offered.
There are three major ways of explanation here: modernistic (within positivism and
Marxism), postmodernistic (relativism) and the approach of traditionalism. First two
ways of explanation formed the foundation of most scientific theories on traditional
societies. Traditionalism is far less famous although this fact is in no way the reason to
underestimate it.



